


Schedule

01:30 PM - 01:45 PM Introduction by the competition chairs, presentation of the challenge, its design, obtained results.

01:45 PM - 01:50 PM Awarding prize.

01:50 PM - 02:00 PM Short presentation by winning team.

02:00 PM - 02:30 PM Inspirational talk by Alexander Rudnicky

02:30 PM - 03:00 PM Panel discussion moderated by Julian Serban. The participants are Alexander Rudnicky (CMU), 
Dilek Hakkani-Tur (Google), Jianfeng Gao (MS Research) and Joelle Pineau (McGill U and FAIR).

03:00 PM - 03:30 PM Coffee break + Poster session.

https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~air/
https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~air/
https://research.google.com/pubs/104927.html
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/people/jfgao/
http://www.cs.mcgill.ca/~jpineau/


We expect the competition to have two major outcomes: 

1. evaluate quality of state-of-the-art dialogue systems, and 

2. an open-source dataset collected from evaluated dialogues.

bots master bot

human 
evaluators

Randomly connects peers. The peer might be a 
chat bot or other human user. No information about 

identity of the peer is provided.





1. Read a text
2. Talk to a peer (human or bot) 

about the text
3. Evaluate bot’s quality:

a.       and        for utterances
b. 1 to 5 for dialogues - 

overall, breadth and 
engagement



Results of Pre-NIPS Round



Results of Pre-NIPS Round BOT FINAL 
SCORE

Organisation

1 poetwannabe 2.386 University of Wroclaw

2 bot#1337 2.318 MIPT

3 RLLChatBot 2.226 McGill University

4 kAIb 2.027 KAIST, AIBrain, Crossert

5 DeepTalkHawk 1.432 Text Machine, UMass Lowell, 
Trinity College

6 PolyU 1.284 The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University, Fudan University



2,778 dialogues: human-to-bot (84%) and human-to-human (16%)



Dialogue-level quality Utterance-level quality

Correlation of dialogue-level and utterance-level scores: 0.6



Data collection insights:

● dialogue-level quality, breadth and engagement are correlated;
● evaluating dialogues on the fly is difficult, turns are not rated;
● paragraphs from Wikipedia are too long and usually not used for the 

dialogue;
● humans are irresponsible;
● humans prefer talking to bots and break dialogue when understand 

that peer is human.

More details and data on - http://convai.io/data/ 
https://github.com/facebookresearch/ParlAI/tree/master/parlai/tasks/convai_chitchat 

http://convai.io/data/
https://github.com/facebookresearch/ParlAI/tree/master/parlai/tasks/convai_chitchat


NIPS data collection:

● 739 dialogues overall
● 292 long dialogues
● number of long dialogues 

depends on bot’s quality



Everybody is fascinated 
with Conversational AI!

Nobody wants to to spend 
time chatting with bots on 

irrelevant topics!

Grand Conclusions

1. We should continue        2. Motivate people





http://deephack.me 

Travel grants!!!

http://deephack.me


6
DeepTalkHawk 1.229 Text Machine, UMass Lowell, 

Trinity College



5
PolyU 1.5 The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University, Fudan University



4
RLLChatBot 1.905 McGill University



3
kAIb 2.105 KAIST, AIBrain, Crossert



1-2
bot#1337 2.746 MIPT
poetwannabe 2.536 University of Wroclaw


